FAQs about the CDAA Scholarship Program


Frequently Asked Questions about the 

CDAA Scholarships and Internships

An irreverent take on our annual awards program

What is this thing you call the CDAA?
Founded in 1983, The Cavalier Daily Alumni Association is a collection of past and present Cavalier Daily editors and staff members. We seek to provide moral, professional, technical and financial support toward the continuous and unfaltering efforts of those publishing The Cavalier Daily for the University of Virginia community.

In other words, we're you -- just older and even more frazzled. We know from first-hand experience how important it is to get internships. We also know how painful it can be to hold down a non-paying internship while trying to pay the rent. So we started giving scholarships to those who were about to embark on low- or non-paying internships. 

Recently, we added another option: We opened an internship program that can get you 10 weeks of experience at virtually any newspaper in Virginia.

You mean you're really handing out money?

You got it. Here's our schtick. We have three different programs:

· The John Herring Scholarship

$1,000 to a CD staffer who participates in a media-related internship.

· The Kris Pierson Memorial Photography Scholarship

$1,000 to a CD photographer who participates in a photography-related internship or workshop.

· The Community Journalism Internship (co-sponsored with the VPA)
$3,000 for working 10 weeks at a Virginia Press Association newspaper of your choice*

Where'd you get the moolah in the first place?

The money is pulled each year from the income on a special endowment that we set up for scholarships. The endowment is built entirely from the generous giving of alumni. (And yes, that means that someday after you graduate, you too will be hit up for donations from your fellow CDers. But don't worry, we try not to call during dinner.)

How do I get a piece of the action?

Apply. Apply. Apply. Applications are available from your managing editor. We look for applications that show strong writing, attention to detail, conscientiousness, persuasive and factual arguments for financial help (except in the case of the VPA/CDAA award, where financial need is not a factor) and a budding commitment to journalism and the CD.

We also have specific criteria that you must meet. For example, those applying to the internship or scholarships must have served at least one semester on the CD staff. IN addition, all recipients must turn in a portfolio of their work at the end of the summer. 

See the application forms for more details. 

Who makes the call?

The CDAA has a scholarship committee made up of three CD alums. We review the applications and meet as a group to determine the annual winners. We also talk with the CD's managing editor and the president of the CDAA to gain insights into the earnestness of the applicants. 

What's the deadline?

The VPA/CDAA Internship deadline is ***December 1, 2003***. Given the madness of exams and the holidays, we suggest getting started on the application in the late fall. (Of course, being students once ourselves, we know that those last minute all-nighters can be just too much fun to pass up on.)

The Pierson and Herring scholarship deadlines are ***March 1, 2004*** no later than 3 p.m.

See the application forms for details on where to send them.

Where can I go to fill my head with more of this fascinating info?

Get applications from your ME and read them carefully. Information about past recipients is available on the CDAA's web site, under www.cdalumni.org/what/scholarship.asp. And don't be shy about asking your ME for help or clarifications. 

Good luck!

The CDAA Scholarship Committee

* There are a few caveats to the VPA internship: Each year we talk with the newspapers that are chosen to make sure they can handle the extra intern – and so far they have always been more than happy to take one on. And we try to rotate the internships among newspapers so that one newspaper doesn’t hog the privilege of CD talent. See the application form for details.
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